This glossary includes most terms used in describing karst geomorpho'ogic features and processes. The terms are primarily those used in the literature of English-speaking countries, but a few of the more common terms in Fronch, German, and Spanish are included, with references to the corresponding Enrlish terms where they are available. The glossary also includes simple definitions of the more common rocks and minerals found in karst terrain, common terms of hydrology, and a number of the descriptive terms used by speleologists. The glossary does not include definitions of most biospeleological terms, geologic structure terms, varieties of carbonate rock that require microscopic techniques for identification, or names describing tools and techniques of cave exploration.
INTRODUCTION
This glossary of karst terminology has been compiled mainly from published definitions and suggestions made by the following investigators in karst geomorphology: Keuben Frank and Joseph N. Jennings, Australia; Marjorie M. Sweeting, England; Paul Fenelon, France; Paul W. Williams, Ireland; David Wozab, Jamaica, TTest Indies; Victor R. Baker, Eugene Borax, Eeginald P. Briggs, William E. Davies, John J. Fisher, L. A. Heindl, Harry LeGrand, C. L. McGuinness, George W. Moore, James P. Quinlan, Zane Spiegel, and V. T. Stringfield, United States.
The terms are primarily those used in the literature of EngMshspeaking countries, but a few of the more common terms in French, German, Spanish, and Slavic languages are included, with references to the corresponding English terms. The existing glossaries of geology, geography, and speleology listed in the references have been paraphrased or quoted freely. Authorship has not been cited because the origin of most terms has not been determined.
Although the glossary was originally intended to include only definitions of karst geomorphologic features, it was soon found desirable to include definitions of the more common rocks and minerals found in karst terrain, common terms of hydrology, and a number of the descriptive terms used by speleologists; most biospeleological aggressive water. Water having the ability to dissolve rocks. In the context of limestone and dolomite, this term refers especially to water containing dissolved carbon dioxide (carbonic acid) or, rarely, other acids. aguada. (Spanish for watering place.) In Yucatan, shallow depression generally covering several hectares used for water supply. air pocket. An enclosed air space between the water surface and the roof of a cave. aisle. An elongated high narrow traversable passage in a cave. See also crawl, crawl way; corridor; passage. alternative. Adjective used to designate an intake or resurgence operating only during rainy seasons; in some areas reversible; equivalent to intermittent Used also as a noun. alveolization. (From the Latin word "alveolatus," meaning hollowed out.) Pitting of a rock surface produced by wind loaded with sand, by water charged with carbonic acid, or by plant roots. anastomosis. A network of tubular passages or holes in a cave or in a solutionsculptured rock. A complex of many irregular and repeatedly connected passages. Synonym, labryrinth. 
